Power Sector in Balochistan

Balochistan is the largest province of Pakistan, having an area of 347,190 km square and a
population of 12,344,408 people. The major portion of the population live in rural areas,
constituting 72.45% the direct and major victim of energy crisis, and has slowed down the growth

of the province.

Balochistan is facing an acute energy shortage that has stopped the development not only in the
economic and agriculture sector, but also in every walk of life. According to a document submitted
to the National Assembly of Pakistan, only 36% of Balochistan is electrified, while the remaining
64% of Balochistan still doesn’t have access to energy. Due to the scattered population living in
rural areas, it is impossible to electrify them. In 2018, the total demand of Balochistan was 1650
MW, but supply was limited to 600 MW and now, the demand has been raised to 1912 MW with
a shortfall of 1035MW. The overall situation in rural Balochistan is worse, where 85% of the
population lives and some areas in Balochistan are not even linked with the national grid systems.
This is an alarming situation where a major portion of the population still doesn’t have access to

electricity, and it will further deteriorate the growth of the province.

Balochistan is also the largest province by area, yet, there is low density of population. Majority
of its populations is living in villages and rural areas, i.e. 77%. These villages have no easy
approach to the roads and are separated by large distances. Several houses in villages have very
low requirement of power which varies between 50- 100 W. Transmission of power lines for small
villages and for very low power requirements is economically not feasible. Use of renewable
energy can easily meet the requirements of such houses where electricity is mainly needed for light

and fan or for charging mobile phone.

ENERGY PRODUCTION IN BALOCHISTAN:

Balochistan is producing about 2280 MW of electricity using gas-based thermal. Almost all the
electricity generated in the province is being transmitted to national bucket. The province also
receives electricity from Iran and provides it to the areas along the border. The federal government
initiative to reduce load-shedding will not positively impact the province because the existing

transmission lines are not that much capable of supplying load in accordance with demand.



